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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 
By Becky Gladstone, 
LWVOR President 

Our hearts go out to those affected by our 
devastating Oregon wildfires. The League 
supports emergency preparedness. I hope 
you and your families and friends are safe 
and recovering from the fires and healthy! 

League members are here to help with 
voting information. Promote Vote411.org 
for information on your ballots. 

October is Voter Education Month, please see the October monthly 
President’s letter. You can find it among newsletters posted on our 
Newsroom page! The pages include press releases, news clips (when the 
press mentions the League), and our newsletters, with a recently added 
category, our blog entries. We solicited and coordinated statements from 
LWVPDX and LWVUS on the USPS concerns in August, with Vote by Mail 
(VBM) best practices in Oregon, a column on Wildfires and VBM, with 
links for voting, housing, food, escape routes, etc. We’ve just added a 
press release on Election Security.   Continued on next page
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VOTER ALERT FOR WILDFIRE VICTIMS 
 
Despite evacuations and possible mail disruption in 
burned areas, Oregon voters can GET THEIR BALLOTS.  
 
For election security, USPS does not forward ballots. 
Voters can register two addresses through the 
Secretary of State’s “MyVote” (https://sos.oregon.gov/
voting/Pages/myvote.aspx) .

• Keep your residential address, whether the 
structure is still there or not so the ballot mailed to 
you will contain contests for where you lived when 
the disaster occurred. 

• Add a temporary mailing address, where you will 
be when ballots start mailing on October 14th. Your 
forwarding address can be any US or post office box 
address, including your County Elections Office.

RETURN YOUR BALLOT 
 
Oregon ballots have pre-paid USPS return envelopes. The League encourages voters to save this cost by 
dropping ballots directly into drop boxes. Some drop boxes may be damaged or inaccessible from fires. As 
usual, the ballot drop box locator map will be updated 20 days before the election. Ballots returned by 8pm 
election day to any Oregon drop box will be delivered to your home county and WILL BE COUNTED. For 
more local election information, contact your County Elections Official. 

Voter / October 2020

Please stay connected with your Leagues! The national League has stepped up dramatically with frequent leaders’ calls 
for multiple projects; we can use your help. Ask me about Rapid Response work, especially for tech-savvy members, 
start with the Outreach Circle app! Our League leaders are ZOOM meeting monthly, both in Oregon and nationally. 
Voter Service reps are meeting more often during election season. Please read our just-released Legislative Report 
with coronavirus and wildfire news from our expanded Action Committee. 

I am deeply proud of the work our members are doing! Please keep up the good work! Thank you!

Photo credit: Michael Mann @AboveTheNorthwest
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VOTER SERVICE UPDATE
By Betsy Pratt, Voter Service Chair

First off, I want to thank all the League members statewide who worked so hard on voter service this fall.  
From the teams compiling VOTE411.org information, to the ballot measure researchers and editors, to the 
video voter guide coordinators and interviewers, everyone brought energy and thoughtful ideas to our ser-
vices for the November 2020 election.  And if COVID19 hadn’t already made the task challenging, the Sep-
tember fires made it even worse.  I am very impressed by the earnest efforts to assist voters who lost housing 
or were otherwise displaced.  

On the bright side, through Zoom conferencing and 
other virtual tools, we were able to provide some in-
novative services.  We held regular meetings that let 
League members across the state share plans and inspi-
rations (and even candidate questions).  And the Mari-
on/Polk County League volunteered to prepare on-line 
presentations of the state ballot measures that could 
be used wherever needed, to supplement local Speak-
ers’ Bureau engagements.  Through a partnership with 
the LWVUS, we sent out postcards in both English and 
Spanish to prospective voters letting them know about 
key election dates and resources.

I will be interesting in hearing your opinions about 
what services worked and should be replicated for the 
next election.  Until then, be informed and vote and 
encourage everyone you know to do the same.

Voter / October 2020

League of Women Voters of Curry County 
Board members registering voters in their 
community  on National Voter Registration 
Day, September 22nd! Ann Tlaker, President 
of LWVCC, is pictured above and at right in 
suffragist garb!
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2020 BALLOT MEASURES   
Alice Bartelt, Action Chair

Note: LWVOR Voters’ Guides comprehensively present state ballot measure information, balanced with sup-
porter and opposition statements, financial impact, result of yes or no votes, official explanatory statements, 
etc. We will work on videos of Speakers’ Bureau presentations you can share. See our LWVOR Vote Oregon and 
Vote411.org websites for full information soon. 

THE LWVOR BOARD TAKES THESE POSITIONS FOR OREGON 2020 BALLOT MEASURES.

Measure 107: Campaign Finance – SUPPORT  
“Amends Constitution: Allows laws limiting political campaign contributions and expenditures, requiring dis-
closure of political campaign contributions and expenditures, and requiring political campaign advertise-
ments to identify who paid for them.” Campaign finance reform has been an issue at all levels of government 
elections for many years. LWVOR has supported contribution limits for local and state elections whenever 
there has been the opportunity. This is a referral from the Legislature and is a Constitutional amendment. 
Until a recent Oregon Supreme Court decision, courts had held that the Constitution’s free-speech provision 
was contrary to contribution limits. This ballot measure will make sure that campaign contributions are not 
speech and that campaign contribution limits may be imposed. 

Measure 108: tobacco taxes – SUPPORT
Another legislative referral, that “Increases cigarette and cigar taxes. Establishes tax on e-cigarettes and nico-
tine vaping devices. Funds health programs.” It will help to stop some young people from taking up unhealth-
ful habits. Oregon’s taxes on these items are below those in Washington and California. This will raise the 
taxes to be on a par with those states. 

Measure 109: psilocybin  –  NO POSITION
“Allows manufacture, delivery, administration of psilocybin at supervised, licensed facilities; imposes two-
year development period.” The League has no position to support or oppose this ballot measure. 

Measure 110: decriminalizing, then funding addiction treatment  – SUPPORT
Finally, after much conversation, the Board voted to support. This measure states, “Provides statewide ad-
diction/recovery services; marijuana taxes partially finance; reclassifies possession/penalties for specified 
drugs.” The League has several positions on which to base our support, including:
LWVOR Health Policy, Adult Mental Health in Oregon (1987, 2001, 2008): This position states that the mental 
health delivery system should include adults with alcohol and drug addiction and that the concept of care, 
treatment, and support should occur “in the least restrictive environment possible.” 

LWVUS Sentencing Policy (2012): Alternatives to imprisonment should be explored and utilized, taking into 
consideration the circumstances and nature of the crime. LWVUS opposes mandatory minimum sentences 
for drug offenses.” 

LWVUS Principle: “No person or group should suffer legal, economic, or administrative discrimination.” 
There is a long list of organizations working toward racial justice that support this measure. The Board con-
cluded that because people of color make up a disproportionate group of those who are incarcerated, many 
for drug related charges, the League should stand in solidarity with them in supporting this ballot measure. 
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INITIATIVE PETITION 57 UPDATE
By Norman Turrill, Governance Coordinator and PNP Campaign Chair

By now most League members will know that the People Not Politician (PNP) Initiative Petition 57 (IP 57) will 
not be on the November ballot. After filing IP 57 in November of 2019, we normally would have had enough 
time to gather the 150,000 required signatures to qualify for the ballot. However, the ballot title process 
takes an enormous amount of time, and our opponents did their best drag out the process. By early April of 
this year, we had won the expected appeal to the Oregon Supreme Court with no changes to the certified 
ballot title, and we had approval of our signature sheet templates from the Secretary of State. But by then 
the global pandemic had set in, and Governor Brown had issued stay-at-home orders.

At that point, we did not want to endanger anyone’s life by promoting or contracting for street signature 
gathering. We came up with a new plan to conduct the signature gathering entirely by postal mail and elec-
tronic means, which had never been done before. We sent an enormous 500,000 piece mailing with peti-
tions and business reply envelopes to households representing some 1.2 million registered voters. Normally, 
such direct mail advertising gets only a fraction of a percent of response. However, with some phone follow 
up, we received about 6% response, demonstrating again the great voter interest in our initiative!

Our electronic signature gathering was similarly successful by sending some one hundred thousand emails 
through our coalition partner organizations. However, by nearly the July 2 deadline, these two methods had 
gotten us some 64 thousand signatures, only about a third of what was needed.

In late June, we filed a lawsuit in federal district court against the Secretary of State, claiming that our First 
and Fourteenth Amendment rights had been denied us by the governor’s orders. On July 10, Judge Michael 
J. McShane in Eugene held an expedited hearing on the People Not Politicians v. Clarno case. Judge McShane 
on the spot orally decided in our favor and followed up a few days later with a written order for a preliminary 
injunction requiring the Secretary of State to either put IP 57 on the ballot or allow us a reduced number of 
valid signatures (some 58 thousand) and an extended August 17 deadline for submitting more signatures. 
The SoS chose the latter option, and we later submitted and validated enough signatures to meet the judge’s 
order. (IP 57 had a validation rate of over 97%, the highest ever seen by the SoS!)

However, our opponents, repre-
sented by the Oregon Attorney 
General’s office (without a request 
from the SoS), opposed the Judge 
McShane’s order and immediately 
appealed the case to the 9th Circuit 
Court of Appeals. The appeals court 
denied a motion for a stay in the 
case, so the AG’s office appealed for 
a stay to the Supreme Court of the 
U.S.  SCOTUS (Justice Kagan) grant-
ed that stay pending the outcome of 
the case in the appeals court.

People Not Politicians core team 
members, including Norman Turrill 
(center), Candalynn Johnson (left) and 
Chris Cobey (right), submitting IP 57 
petitions to the Secretary of State in July. 
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The three judge appeals court held its hearing in Anchorage Alaska on 
August 13 but delayed its opinion until September 1. The 9th Circuit 
Court of Appeals’ opinion was not on the merits of the case but was ef-
fectively a non-decision, saying it could not decide if the case was moot. 
Therefore, it remanded the case back to Judge McShane. Given the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s stay of Judge McShane’s preliminary injunction, it was 
clear that the issues in this case could not be cleared up by the Sept. 
3 deadline for the SoS to place IP 57 on the November ballot. Judge 
McShane must now decide “mootness” and, if the case is not moot, 
whether other declaratory judgements could be made. Mootness de-
pends on if the same conditions (the pandemic) that were present in the 
original case, could still be present or reoccur in the future.

PNP has now decided to continue with the court case with pro bono at-
torneys to see what can be done for future initiative campaigns in similar 
disaster circumstances. PNP also has decided to suspend its campaign 
for now, but not to disband. It will probably prepare to advocate during 
the next legislative session for improvements to the redistricting and ini-
tiative processes and to watchdog the legislature’s redistricting process. 
PNP may also redraft its initiative and refile it for the 2022 ballot.

Everyone involved with the PNP campaign should be consoled to know 
that it was enormously successful as far as it went! On the campaign 
finance front, PNP raised some $777 thousand dollars. The largest con-
tributors were Common Cause and the LWV. A large and diverse group 
of nonprofit organizations, businesses and business organizations also 
contributed. Small donors under $100 gave some $13,000. The coalition 

had members and endorsers from the whole political spectrum. We were able to maintain that redistricting 
is not a partisan issue, but is a process issue that effects all political parties equally. We and our coalition 
partners should be proud of our accomplishments–so far. Stay tuned!

THE COALITION 
HAD MEMBERS 
AND ENDORSERS 
FROM THE 
WHOLE POLITICAL 
SPECTRUM. WE 
WERE ABLE TO 
MAINTAIN THAT 
REDISTRICTING IS 
NOT A PARTISAN 
ISSUE, BUT IS A 
PROCESS ISSUE 
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LWVOR PROGRAM AT WORK: CONSENSUS, CONCURRENCE 
AND NEXT STUDIES 
 
By Sheila McGinnis, Program Director 

Privacy and Cybersecurity Study (PCS) Consensus    

Thank you to the six local Leagues who successfully completed consensus meetings online! Several more 
local leagues are scheduling their consensus for September and October. If your League has not yet set a 
consensus date, please schedule it soon. November 13 is the deadline to report your consensus results, 
keeping us on track to…

• draft Oregon’s PCS position in December ‘20 
• approve Oregon’s PCS position in January ’21 (for use in Oregon’s next Legislative session)
• affirm Oregon’s PCS position at May ’21 LWVOR convention

Your consensus input is key to bringing this important process to a successful conclusion! The study team 
can assist with your consensus process—providing tech training, serving as study resources, and offering tips 
for your session moderators and recorders. Please contact Mary Sinclair (cksinclair@gmail.com), study chair, 
with your questions, plans or for consensus assistance.

Privacy and Cybersecurity Study (PSC) National Concurrence 2022     

Mary Sinclair, PSC study chair, and Becky Gladstone, LWVOR president, led a national concurrence meeting 
on August 26. Fifteen participants representing 6 states discussed election security and ways to support the 
upcoming general election.

Upon completion and approval of our PCS position in January ’21, we will be able to share it with other states 
to seek concurrence at the 2022 National Convention.

• Concurrence from other state’s Leagues is due December, 2021
• States’ concurrence initiative submitted to LWVUS Convention in February, 2022

Pesticides and Biocides in Oregon Study     

 This two-year study of regulation and use of pesticides in Oregon was adopted at Oregon’s 2019 state con-
vention. The study is well underway, with the team compiling and editing its materials. The team’s next steps 
are to prepare materials for that study’s consensus process. We are likely to begin those meetings by Janu-
ary, 2021, with the goal of completing the resulting position by May 2021. 

Voter / October 2020
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TIME TO START PLANNING 2021-22 STUDIES

The study and consensus process is the foundation of every League policy position. It is a necessary prereq-
uisite to any advocacy or action initiatives. The very first step in this process is selecting an issue for study. 
Now is a good time to review both local and state positions, and prepare to recommend position changes 
and/or new studies. Local and state study recommendations will be reviewed in January and February, 2021. 
In March, 2021, the state board will consider all state recommendations and write a proposed program for 
general membership adoption at Convention in the spring. Watch for more information in the near future.

THE TIMELINE

January, members rally other local leagues to support a proposed study topic and scope.

February, submit study proposals to the Board for recommendation review. Strongly prepared applications 
include evidence of committed committee members, a well-considered study scope, and participation 
around the state. Funding sources are not required but are welcome.

March, the Board reviews proposals, votes, and then forwards recommended studies in Convention mate-
rials. 

STAY CONNECTED! 
Find the latest news from the League of Women Voters of Oregon at lwvor.org/league-news, including blog 
posts, press releases and news clips. The most recent posts are also linked on our website home page. 
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MOCK ELECTION UPDATE
 
By Toni Lampkin, Civics Educations Chair

Please encourage teachers you know to participate in the 
LWVOR Student Mock Election! Teachers can register their 
classes through this link: lwvor.org/civics-ed. Teachers will 
receive an online ballot link for class-wide use. Students 
will have access to the link to cast their vote for statewide 
candidates and ballot measures. Voting will take place online 
during the week of October 26-29, 2020, and results will 
be posted on our site in the first week of November. Take a 
moment to check out our voting curriculum materials on the 
LWVOR web page (available soon).

Updated materials will be 
available soon at 
lwvor.org/civics-ed!
Teachers can register by 
October 22nd to receive their 
student ballot link for class-
wide use. 
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