
The League of Women Voters of Oregon is a 102-year-old grassroots nonpartisan political organization that encourages informed
and active participation in government. We envision informed Oregonians participating in a fully accessible, responsive, and
transparent government to achieve the common good. LWVOR Legislative Action is based on advocacy positions formed through
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February 21, 2022

To: State Senators and Representatives

Re: Governor Brown’s Proposed Housing Budget – Support

The League of Women Voters of Oregon thanks you for this opportunity to comment on Governor
Brown’s $400 million package to fund affordable housing and services in the state.

The League of Women Voters of Oregon is a statewide grassroots organization that believes
persons who are unable to work, whose earnings are inadequate, or for whom jobs are not
available, have the right to an income and/or services to meet their basic needs for food, shelter
and access to health care. State and local governments should assist by establishing effective
agencies to aid, promote, coordinate and supplement the housing programs of the federal
government and the private sector.

Oregon’s severe lack of affordable housing is causing housing instability in every corner of our
state. Oregon Housing and Community Services (OHCS) is increasing its investments in
affordable housing and homelessness, but it is not enough to address the overwhelming need,
made worse by the continuing pandemic and devastating wildfires. The proposal was developed
with agency capacity constraints in mind, and the package includes no new programs and only
modifications to existing programs.

This critical investment will address a variety of emergency housing needs across the state.
According to Oregon’s Regional Housing Needs Analysis, Oregon must build more than 140,000
affordable homes over the next 20 years and not lose any existing homes. Unfortunately, more
than 8,000 affordable homes are at risk over the next eight years.

OHCS’ housing supply and services request of $400 million includes:
● $170M to preserve affordable housing, including provider resources to address operating

cost increases, and new resources to support cooling,
● $50M to address cost escalation, replenishing a 2021 session investment,
● $35M to build new homes for rent, which will be added to OHCS’ small projects offering,
● $30M to build new affordable homes for purchase,
● $29.5M to acquire at-risk manufactured home parks,
● $25M to expand the Land Acquisition Program,
● $9 to 25 million for homeowner support and stability,
● $500,000 in homelessness services infrastructure that includes recommendations of

Legislative Task Force on Homelessness and Racial Disparities, and
● $35M to support the Individual Development Account Program.
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Oregon can’t afford to lose ground on solving the housing crisis. The resources in the Governor’s
proposed housing budget will augment the work that is happening across the state to help
Oregonians build and preserve affordable housing, prevent homelessness, increase access to
homeownership, prevent foreclosure, and expand funding for Individual Development Accounts.
We believe every Oregonian needs a safe and stable place to call home. Thank you for your
service and the opportunity to discuss this legislation.

Thank you for the opportunity to discuss this legislation. The League urges your support.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Gladstone Nancy Donovan and Debbie Aiona
LWVOR President LWVOR Housing Portfolio
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