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September 1, 2022 

To: Secretary Antony Blinken  Jill Smail 

U.S. Department of State  Chief Negotiator for the Columbia River Treaty  

2201 C Street NW   2201 C Street NW 

Washington D.C. 20522-0099 Washington D.C. 20522-0099 

 

John Hairston    Colonel Michael D. Helton 

Administrator and CEO  Commander of the Portland District 

Bonneville Power Administration U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

905 NE 11th Avenue   333 SW First Avenue 

Portland OR 97232   Portland OR 97204 
 

Re:  Columbia River Treaty Modernization Negotiations - Comments  

The Columbia River is one of the most important trans-boundary rivers in the world. Although 

the river has been heavily developed for hydropower and flood management, including by dams 

built pursuant to the U.S.-Canada Columbia River Treaty, it still functions as a single system, 

within a single watershed. The League of Women Voters of Oregon, along with the Leagues of 

Washington, Idaho and Montana, adopted a position on the Columbia River Basin in 1979: “In 

order to meet the present and future water needs within the Columbia River Basin, the League 

of Women Voters believes comprehensive planning on a basin-wide basis for conservation, 

development, and management of the water is essential to the optimum utilization of our water 

resources.” 

The League supports modernizing the 1964 U.S.-Canada Columbia River Treaty, to improve the 

health of basin ecosystems and ensure that the river and its people are more resilient to the 

increasing effects of climate change. To achieve these goals, we are writing to raise some 

fundamental issues regarding the Treaty and its negotiation. First, we recommend the addition 

of “ecosystem-based function” as a third Treaty purpose, and that expert representatives 

appropriate for addressing ecosystem function be added to Treaty negotiating and 

governance structures. Restoring and/or improving ecosystem-based function means improving 

the health of the Columbia River system, and can include a variety of measures such as: 

restoration of wetlands, riparian areas and floodplains; approximation of natural hydrographs; 

reduced impacts of reservoir and dam operations on terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems; fish 

passage and reintroduction of anadromous species; and adaptive management to continuously 

improve ecosystem functions. In order to achieve maximum net ecological benefits, a 

determination of which measures to implement, and where, will require coordinated 

investigation and modeling throughout the watershed. 

The second issue we would like to highlight is the need to engage in consultation with the native 

tribes of the region since this river flows through their ancestral ground and have treaty rights with 

the U.S. government that must be honored.  
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Lastly, as climate change affects water availability throughout the basin and affects both reduced 

and one-time heavy rain incidents, reasonable flood control to protect lives and property while also 

protecting non-human living creatures should be strengthened in any Treaty update.    

The League appreciates the on-going work to modernize this critical Treaty.  We have engaged from the 

beginning of these talks and have consistently asked that the issues of ecosystem-based functions, tribal 

engagement and flooding be a part of this work.  We ask for your consideration as you advocate on behalf 

of us all.   

    

Rebecca Gladstone Peggy Lynch  

President LWV of Oregon     LWVOR Natural Resources Coordinator   

 

 

 
Lunell Haught, PhD 

President LWV of Washington 

 

 
Nancy L. Leifer 

President LWV of Montana 

 

 

 

Betsy McBride 

President, LWV of Idaho 
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