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Becky Gladstone, LWV of Lane County 

Nominated for LWVOR President 2021-2023 

Thank you for considering me for a second LWVOR Presidency term. We have a 

strong board, but please, let’s fill in the gaps, Voter Service and Nominating 

Committee (Co?) Chairs, and then support the slate!  

Mentoring and teamwork are central to League identity. Diversity, Equity, and 

Inclusion are high priorities. We need to recruit and welcome new faces. Our 

Leagues are full of quiet superheroes who’ve shared lessons with me over my years as LWVOR 

President, 1st Vice President, LWVOREF Chair, Secretary for LWVOR and LWVLC, and with service on 

every LWVOR committee. The work we have embraced is enticing, necessary, and daunting. It is only 

possible with many pitching and expanding our circles for ample energy! I am very hopeful for LWVOR 

work across the country to heighten awareness of the need for a LWVUS Cybersecurity position. Climate 

Emergency and Redistricting work continue to be a challenge. Our expanded Voter Service network and 

Action Committee are so encouraging! I am relishing the prospect of the supporting the next two years 

of LWVOR accomplishments. 

Background: Oregon politics became a top priority when we arrived in 1992, as Measure 5 cuts hit our 

public schools. For me that meant Parent and Site Council leadership at each school, District-level 

Technology, Netiquette, and Parent Councils. I chaired book and science fairs, Library Volunteers, 

magazine sales, and an all-night HS graduation party. I recruited teams to costume large casts in six HS 

musicals from bolts of fabric. I established an ongoing e-newsletter in the wake of the Thurston shooting 

and annual high school student/parent directories. I was a six-year career center counselor. Public 

school support led to lobbying, campaigns and political party work including volunteer coordination for 

county, congressional district and state-wide outreach, with two national conventions as a delegate. I 

served two terms as an elected state party secretary, then recruited my replacement. That week I 

accepted a nomination to the LWVOR Board as Secretary. 

I grew up as an Army (Intelligence) Brat, mostly overseas, moving a lot. I am married to Igor, a Eugene 

neonatologist. We met in Honors Organic Chemistry, UW in Seattle, where he went on to UW Medicine 

and I graduated from UW School of Fisheries. I worked in an analytical lab then became a very active 

Navy Wife, enjoying a daughter born in Virginia, another in Bethesda, Maryland, ten days before two 

years on Guam, volunteering along the way. Daughter Anna has degrees in math and computer science 

and lives in Eugene with her husband. Daughter Laura is a physicist in DC (go statehood!) and to 

understand her work, we recommend the 1998 film, “The Pentagon Wars”. My time is never spare 

because I love to cook, read, garden, knit and sew, including the 1912 Suffragist costumes I “built” for 

our 2012 LWVOR Rose Parade Entry.  

Contact Becky: b.gladstone@lwvor.org  

http://bit.ly/1bzWRRA
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Robin Tokmakian, LWV of Portland 
 
Nominated for LWVOR Vice President 
 
Robin Tokmakian has been a League member for over 30 years in Denver, Corvallis, and Monterey 
County. She is currently a member of LWV Portland, OR, where she also serves as the LWV Oregon’s 
representative to the NW Energy Coalition. 

Her participation has included a term as president of the LWV of Monterey County (CA), a LWV 
California board member, and a member of two LWVUS task forces, international trade and climate 
change (current), along with being a current UN Observer for the League in the area of climate change.  
Her many league activities have included being the chairman of local studies on public/private water, 
education, and campaign financing, and the Monterey County League contact for “VotersEdge.org”. 

Dr. Tokmakian has a BA in Physics, an MS in Oceanography, and a PhD in Physical Oceanography and is, 
by profession, a physical oceanographer with experience in both teaching and research in the areas of 
global ocean and climate modeling, remote sensing of the oceans, and model uncertainty. 

 

Kate Culbertson, LWV of Rogue Valley 

Nominated for LWVOR Co-Secretary 

Born in L.A., Kate spent her childhood in Southern California and the Central Valley. Then a decade or so 

in the Midwest involved in finishing school, dabbling in poetry and politics.  Family took priority, and a 

return to California – from Escondido to Eureka – three children, work in human services, another 

degree, Music, then years as a community musician and teacher. Thirty years of coastal fog-bound 

summers provided impetus for a move to Ashland, Oregon where Kate now lives and attempts to 

combine all her wisdom and foolishness into a life of value to her community. 

 

Amelia Nestler, LWVOR Washington Co. Unit 

Nominated for LWVOR Co-Secretary 

Amelia Nestler has been a LWVOR member since 2016 and is currently serving as co-secretary on the 

state board. She also serves on the action committee, focusing on toxics, and as the LWVOR 

representative on Oregon's Drinking Water Advisory Committee. Amelia chaired the recent study 

committee on Biocides and Other Pesticides. Professionally, she is a Senior Environmental Scientist for 

Northwest Green Chemistry, where she has pioneered work in Alternatives Assessment and Chemical 

Hazard Assessment, including recent publications on safer alternatives to: hazardous chemicals causing 

industrial air pollution in Oregon, common phthalates found polluting Puget Sound, copper-based 

antifouling boat paint for recreational vessels, and per- and poly-fluoroalkyl substances (PFASs) in food 

take-out containers. She served on the Phase III Rulemaking Advisory Committee for the Toxic Free Kids 

Act in Oregon. Amelia earned her doctorate in Biochemistry at the University of Wisconsin-Madison and 

her B.A. in Biochemistry at Lewis & Clark College. Amelia now lives with her husband, toddler, and two 

poodles in Columbia County. 



Kathleen Hersh, LWVOR Washington Co. Unit 

Nominated for LWVOR Membership and Leadership Chair 

 
After receiving her degree in Biology, Kathleen worked as an investigator for 
the Food and Drug Administration, first in the San Francisco office then in the 
Portland office.  She then started and ran her own business, a travel agency, 
for a number of years.  Most recently she worked as an administrative 
assistant through a temporary agency at a number of Portland area 
businesses–large and small.  She has served the Portland League as a unit 
leader, Voters’ Guide editor, Web Editor and Co-President. 

   Contact Kathleen: hershor@gmail.com 

 

Kermit Yensen, LWV of Deschutes Co.  

Nominated for LWVOR Budget Chair 

I grew up in Bethesda, Maryland where my mother was a proud member of the League of Women 
Voters! 
  
I graduated from Denison University in 1975 with a BA in Economics, and from Harvard University in 
1981 with an MBA.  My work career included positions with Burroughs Corporation (sales account 
manager), Hewlett-Packard (director European marketing center and director of worldwide product 
marketing for handheld and portable computer products), Tektronix (vice-president, worldwide 
marketing for measurement products) and COO / CEO positions with three start-up technology 
companies.  Following my retirement from full time employment in 2009 I worked as a sales and 
marketing consultant and created and taught a graduate marketing class in the Portland State University 
international MBA program. 
  
My non-profit board experience includes serving as Treasurer for Oregon Masters Swimming (ongoing) 
and serving as Treasurer for Cascade Swim Academy.  
  
My wife and I enjoy hiking, biking and swimming in central Oregon, and travel quite a bit, both 
nationally in our RV and internationally – well, not this year! 
  
I joined the League of Women Voters because I am very interested in improving how we elect our 
representatives – reducing gerrymandering, safeguarding voter access, improving the voting process – 
perhaps through use of Ranked Choice Voting. 
  
I am impressed by the breadth of topics covered by the LWV and look forward to contributing as the 
Budget Chair. 
 
 

hershor@gmail.com


Connie Bozarth, LWV of Corvallis 

Nominated for position of LWVOR At-Large Director 

I have been a member of the LWV of Corvallis for about 5 years. During that time, 
I have served on the Community Planning committee and the Board.  Beginning 
in 2022, I will coordinate the Legislative Update sessions for our local legislators. 
Prior to retirement, I was a research scientist at Oregon State University, most 
recently conducting research on harmful algae blooms. My interests include 
gardening, cycling, other outdoor activities. 
 

 

 


